
   
 

 

    

 

Tracie, Trio’s EOC: Javon, please tell me about yourself on a personal level. 

Javon: I am the baby of four on my Father’s side and the only child of my Mother. I was 

born in Hertford County (Ahoskie). Since the age of two, I have always loved the church 

and enjoyed hearing the choir. I am a self-taught organist, meaning I play by ear! I started 

playing the organ at eight years old! As a member of Evening Night Church of God in 

Christ Jesus under the leadership of Apostle Doctor L. Cherry, I have taken advantage of 

the musical talents of the Apostle and used him as my mentor. My parents, Michael and 

Terrie Williams are a huge support for me; and they have always stressed the importance of 

education.  

Tracie: Wow! You are very passionate about your gift that God has blessed you with. I 

would think learning to play the organ at 8 would be a proud moment, but what was your 

proudest childhood moment? 

Javon: My proudest moment was when I graduated from Bertie High School! I was 

relieved! (Laughing) I had some challenges or hurdles that administrators tried to use to 

hold me back, like having ADHD. But God!  

Tracie: This is awesome! How did you feel when you first stepped into Roanoke Chowan 

Community College (RCCC)?  

Javon: I felt I was stepping in the next chapter of life and the next step to success. I was not 

ready for a university. When I received my acceptance letter, I was both excited and 

nervous. I knew RCCC would be for me due to wanting to stay close to my church. 

Tracie: What are your plans after graduating from RCCC? 

Javon: I want to transfer to Elizabeth City State University and launch out in my fashion 

design business. I am a proud owner of Jay’s Extraordinaire- where I sew hankies, lap 

scarves, preacher towels, etc. I am on Facebook and can be reached via cell! 

Tracie: This is great! What advice, Javon, would you give a high school student 

transitioning to college? 

Javon: I would let them know that they are greater than what they see. Do not give up. God 

has greater. You can be a blessing to God and your community. 

Tracie: What advice would you give a college student?  

Javon: I would encourage them to stay fervent; do not be afraid to use your voice; assert 

yourself- ask for help and finally, be accountable. I also would like to share that I play at 

different churches throughout the community and I started a community choir called Voices 

of Triumph.  

Tracie: Javon, it has been a pleasure talking to you and I appreciate all your do to serve 

God first and the community! Stay Blessed! 
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Making Partnerships Work-The Educational Opportunity Centers Program has developed a special 

partnership with one of the local area businesses that has proven to a great recruiting tool.  The co-owner, Mr. 

Riddick has allowed the program to set up a vendor resource table in his shop.  Mr. Riddick, who is a native of 

Hertford County, N.C., is a strong advocate for education, which he feels leads to better job opportunities and a 

stronger community.  Mr. Riddick's future is to continue pushing education and to continue to be a positive 

business model for young. The Educational Opportunities Center highlights Mr. Riddick as one of our local 

partners who is concerned about the future of his community and its citizens.  The Barber Shop, which Mr. 

Riddick feels is one of the pillar business in Hertford County, is located at 206 B. West Main Street in Ahoskie, 

N.C.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
College Campus Tour - The Educational Opportunities Center Program at HCC sponsored a trip to Elizabeth City 

State University, for EOC Participants from Weldon Stem High school on Saturday, February 15th, 2020. Students were 
provided with what was described to be the "Red Carpet" treatment.  Upon arrival, students were welcomed by an 
exceptionally friendly admissions staff, and the ECSU Alumni, who provided them with an ID wristband for free access to 
all open house activities which included lunch, access to both the Lady and Men Viking basketball games, and the open 
house expo.  Also, students received gift packages that included an agenda, campus map, information about the 
University, a ECSU t-shirt, a backpack, pertinent information about the admissions process, and an evaluation. Upon 
check in, students assembled in the auditorium where they were entertained by an ECSU Band concert. They were also 
introduced to university staff members, who welcomed all with Viking Pride, and provided information about their 
respective departments and academic programs.  Following the assembly, an ECSU student (tour guide) led us on a tour 
of ECSU Campus. The highlight of the tour was our visit to the cafeteria where participants partook of an awesome array 
of cuisine that included soul food, pizza, desserts, and a variety of drinks.  It was delightful! 
 
A "Great Big Shout Out" to ECSU admissions staff who did an awesome job of making sure that our students were taken 
care of.   Weldon Stem High School students who went on this tour, thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and were happy 
that they were given the opportunity to be participants. 

 


